
MINUTES OF THE CITIZEN OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

 

A Citizen Outreach Committee Meeting was held on Monday, February 21, 2017 at 7:00P.M. in the City 

Council Chamber, Room 202. 

 

Committee Members: Committee Chairperson Barrett, Councillors LePage, Sullivan and Vargas. Council 

President Michitson, Councillors Bevilacqua and Macek also attended. 

Department Heads: School Committee President Gail Sullivan, Chief of Staff David Van Dam 

 

Attendees: Tim Cocco, Joe LeBlanc, Doug Edison, Jenny Arndt, Mike Valvo, Lynda Brown, Mike 

Katsulis, Rocky Morrison, Ted Horwitz, Alison Colby-Campbell, Bert Pherson, Devan Ferriera, James 

Mamonas, Keith Boucher, Justine Maguire, Matt Maguire, Matt Juros, Kathy Kaczar, Meghann Holcomb, 

John Bachmann, Briony Angus, Brian Huntley, John Yannalfo,  Richard Ross, Lori Laviolette, Allison 

Carvalho, Lisa Marzilli, Jeff Grassie, Tom Granneman, Rosaline Anavisca, Anita Vargas, Kat Everett, 

Richard Smyth, Janet Begin  

 

Agenda: capture citizens ideas and concerns for both current budget session and future planning. 

A number of citizens spoke of their concerns (see below) and asked that we keep those in mind 

and try and take action on their concerns during the upcoming budget session. 

 

1. Mike Katulis asked that the improvement plans for the intersection of South Elm, South 

Prospect and South Pleasant be funded. He expressed concern over parking, speeding and 

police presence in the area. He also noted the island of the intersection gets snow plowed 

onto it blocking the line of sight for anyone coming west on South Elm.  

2. Ted Horwitz spoke of hoping to have a bike race within the downtown of the city. He 

looks forward with working with the city to make it a success. 

3. Alison Colby-Campbell expressed the hope that the city increase public access to the 

river. The need for direct access to the shores and public use of the river. She suggested a 

public gondola similar to Portsmouth’s to give rides up and down river.  

4. Lynda Brown, representing the Highlands neighborhood group made a number of points:  

a. Praised police responsiveness but expressed the need for more officers and 

proactive policing to prevent crimes; 

b. More aggressive ticketing of parking violations; 

c. Increase staff in Inspectional Services: more staff to enforce ordinances and 

do follow up on housing violations. Keep up on issues with improper trash 

disposal and storage. Engage with absentee landlords and tenants to enforce local 

health and safety regulations.   

d. Sidewalk repair and replacement;  

e. Cleaner streets and sidewalks; 

f. Aggressive removal of graffiti 

5. Bert Pherson urged that the city continue with odor mitigation at the city’s waste water 

treatment plant and pumping station in the Bradford section of the city. The reduction of 

odors will improve the quality of life for a large amount of citizens. 

6. Devan Ferriera suggested city improve and develop comprehensive long term planning 

for economic development. Design planning for downtown and as well as other areas of 

the city. Strategic planning in all areas. Increase grant writing. She suggested using 

Providence as an example.  She also expressed the difficulty of finding things on and 

navigating the city web site. She thought the city web site should be revamped not easy to 

navigate nor find things.   

7. Rocky Morrsion of Clean River Project asked that the city join other cities and fund the 

Clean River Project. If river communities all fund just $18,000.00 a year his group can 

continue to clean the Merrimack River. Since the focus of city and zoning is river centric 

it would be great to collect debris polluting river and shore. 



8. James Mamonas had a number of issues: 

a. Police presence. More enforcement of speeding in the Washington Street area. 

b. Decrease truck traffic and speeding thru downtown. 

c. Consider making Washington Street one way or close it completely to make it a 

pedestrian mall.  Utilize a empty building to highlight history of shoe industry. 

d. Expand the ability of restaurants to have outside dining. 

e. Increase the number of handicap spaces 1 for every 14. 

f. Improve function of meters.  

g. Consider parking garages at the post office, “Maria’s” lot on Essex street, as well 

as the lot on Wingate. 

9. Keith Boucher, representing Urban Kindness and Mount Washington Neighborhood,  

echoed Lynda Brown in the need for more proactive policing and inspectional services. 

He also urged citizens and the city to engage and invest in our schools. This investment 

should include funds for new and/or improving schools. He also urged folks to give 

their personal time and efforts to our schools. 

10. Tom Granneman has been collecting data from DSEE ( Dept. of Secondary & 

Elementary Education) and other web sites about our schools performance. We are 

spending less than comparable cities and our schools are underperforming.  He will put 

out the data he has gathered in March. He hopes that the city can use the information as 

tool to improve results.  1) Don’t underestimate potential. 2) Use bench marks as tool.  3) 

set targets for budget and develop plans for improving performance. 4) Take the first step 

this year and spend 4 % more. 

11. Kat Everett - Schools continue to  not following state law or guidelines for discipline 

issues. Number of suspended students are higher than state average. This effects schools 

testing averages. This high rate is part of school to prison pipeline. She expressed that 

new programming be enacted to help students reach benchmarks. She believes 

that  money that is earmarked for special education not necessarily being spent for special 

ed. Has to me more accountability in programing and spending. There needs to be more 

childcare and economic development in the Mount Washington area. 

12. Richard Smyth talked of the potential of Green Jobs. Has meeting with Orlando Pacheco 

to see where the city stands with energy efficiency (i.e. Street light conversion to LED, 

Energy Audit for city buildings, and the possibility of becoming a green community).  

13. Meghann Holcomb expressed concern over the sidewalks leading to the bus stop on 

Groveland Street and Lackey Street are dangerous and not shoveled. She also said when 

she lived on Lawrence Street a similar condition existed. No sidewalks lead to kids 

walking in the street.  Golden Hill Avenue needs plowing.  She also informed the 

committee that one boiler at Nettle wasn’t working. So one half of building is very cold 

other very hot. This situation has made for kids carrying their coats around school. 

14. Rosaline Anavisca was frustrated with the plowing on her street. The street is not plowed 

widely enough. She asked that the plowers stop favoring neighbor. She also would like 

the city to do alternate parking every other night so the street can be properly plowed.  

15. Doug Edison urged the city explore becoming a Green Community. Many funding 

opportunities and improve green foot print of city. By becoming a green community the 

city can win grants. City needs to provide a 24 hour bathroom for the homeless. 

16. Joe LeBlanc advocating that we tax to the full 2 ½ percent so many good ideas can be 

enacted on. Plan on replacing and improving the 3 schools that are in desperate need. 

Ready a formal application for those schools. Urged the Council advocate as best they 

can for children. 

17. Janet Begin - Economic Development and Planning based on research. Education for at 

risk children reduces cost of prison, social services and increases success rates for those 

children.  There is a 13% of return for monies spent for preschools for at risk children. 



Grant available to gateway cities for preschool education. Need to apply for grant! 

Proposes preschool in Mt. Washington neighborhood regardless of grant. 

18. Jeff Grassie spoke of the need for transparency for citizens. City web site very difficult to 

find information. He also expressed frustration with the communication among elected 

city officials. Many questions seem to go unanswered for months. Where is Cleargov for 

public use? It would be great to be able to see where our tax money goes. 

19. Mike Valvo spoke of the need for a stronger more expansive team in Economic Develop- 

ment Department. Zoning laws followed and a department member helping people adjust 

plans to follow laws.  Grant writer needed.  

20. Allison Carvalho stated we should look at Leahy school in Lawrence. They have similar 

challenge as Tilton School and have been very successful in turning things around there. 

She would be happy to get us in touch with that school. Education solves lots of social 

problems.  

 

The meeting adjourned around 9:25PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Melinda E. Barrett  

Citizen Outreach Committee, Chairperson    February 27, 2017 

 

 

 

c: Mayor Fiorentini 

    City Council 
 


